01/05/07 FRI 15:3d FAX 714 540 8748 FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) ©005 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 9 and 1 1 without prejudice or disclaimer of subject 
matter and amend the claims as shown below. The claims, as pending in the subject 
application, read as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An image processing method implemented 
bv a computer for search for an original data file cuiiispuudiuft to selectively $tprins an 
input image in a database, comprising the steps of: 

(a) acquiring first search information associated with the input image on the 
basis of information input by a user; 

(b) acquiring feature data contained in the input image as second search 
information; [[and]] 

(c) searching for an o riginal da t a ima ge file corresponding to the input 
image in the database by using the first and second search information; 

(d\ converting the input image into vector data and storing the vector data 
in the database, in a case where the image file corresponding to the input image is not 
found in said step (c): and 

(el declining to store the input imag e data into the database, in a case that 
the image file corresponding to the input image is found in said step (ck 

2, (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of: 

[[(d)J] £11 registering the first search information as an index for searching 
for the o riginal da ta image file in an index file. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
the first search information comprises a keyword for search searehinftju sing the input 
image . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the fiist search information comprises a data size of the o riginal dafe rfHc image file . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the first search information comprises date information of the original data file image file . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the second search information comprises information associated with a storage location of 
the or iginal da t a fil e image file which is extracted on the basis of pointer information in the 
input image. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the second 
search information comprises a character code of a character recognition result which is 
obtained by perfomiing a character recognition process with respect to a character region in 
the input image. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the second 
search information comprises feature data of each block obtained by region segmentation 
of the input image. 
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9. (Cancelled). 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[9]] L 
further comprising the step of: 

(f) converting the input image, which has been converted into the vector 
data, into data in a format which can be handled by application software. 



11. (Cancelled). 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 0, further 
comprising the step of: 

[[(k)]] £g) registering the first search information, in an index file, as an 
index for searching for an image represented by the vector data stored in [[a]] the database 
in the step [[(c)]} £dl- 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of: 

[[(i)]] £f} rmtpiitting the marched miginal data image file, wherein pointer 
information is added to the output o riginal data image file. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 13, wherein 
the pointer information is added as a digital watermark to the o riginal da t a image file. 
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1 5 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein in 
the step (c), the original data image file is searched for by using at least one of keyword 
search, full-text search, and layout search. 

16. (Currently Amended) An image processing system which searches 
for an o riginal data selectively stores an image file corresponding to an input image, 
comprising: 

means foi acquiring an input unit constructed to input first search 
information associated with the input image on t he basis of inf o rmation input by a user ; 

means f o r acquiring a unit constructed to acquire feature data contained in 
the input image as second search information; [[and}] 

means fin searching a search unit c o nstructed to search for an uufeinal data 
image file corresponding to the input image in a database by using the first and second 
search information; 

a unit constructed to convert the input image into vecto r data and to store 
the vector data in the database, in a case where no ima pe file corresponding to the input 
image is found bv said search unit, and 

a unit constructed to decline storin g the input image data into the database, 
in a case that t he ima ge file c orres ponding to the input image file is fowd bv said search 
unit, 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A computer executable program stored on a 
computer-readable medium for scarefa tbi *" fnigiiwil data selectively storing an image file 
corresponding to an input image, comprising: 
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code for acquiring fiist search information associated with the input image 
on the basis of information input by a user; 

code for acquiring feature data contained in the input image as second 
search information; [[and]] 

code for searching for an uiigiiul data image file corresponding to the input 
image in a database by using the first and second search information; 

code for converting the input image into vector data and storing the vector 
data in the database, in a case where the image file correspond™ ft tn the input image is not 
found; and 

code for declin in g to store the input image data into the database, in a case 
that the image file corresponding to the inp ut imape is found, 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having a 
computer executable program stored thereon for s e arch for an o riginal data selectively 
storing an image file corresponding to an input image, the program comprising: 

code for acquiring first search information associated with the input image 
on the basis of information input by a user, 

code for acquiring feature data contained in the input image as second 
search information; [[and]} 

code for searching for an o riginal data ima ge file corresponding to (he input 
image in a database by using the first and second search information; 

code for con verting the input image into vector data and storing the vector 
data in the database, in a case where the image file cor responding to the input image is not 
found: and 
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rnAc far Hftf.linin p to store the input image data into the database, in a case 
that the image file corresponding to the input im ag e js found. 
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